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“A nation’s culture resides in the hearts and in the soul of its people.” 

-Mahatma Gandhi 

 

The above-mentioned quote beautifully sums up the entire essence of the session 

that took place under the aegis of Sahodaya Samiti, Gwalior focusing on the 

relevance and importance of culture and how the same can be revived and 

incorporated in the teaching curriculum. The conference spread over a span of two 

days played a pivotal in revitalizing the cultural aspect and how the teaching 

pedagogy could be molded in sync with the New Education Policy, 2020. 

The first day of the digital conclave began on a very refreshing note welcoming 

eminent speakers as the sessions unfolded exploring the various nuances of 

teaching. The session began with enriching words of the Hon‟ble Union Minister of 

State for Education, Government of India, Dr. Subhas Sarkar and the Hon‟ble Chief 

Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Mr. Shivraj Singh Chouhan. A newly inaugurated 

digital art gallery – Nav-Kala Vithika was the cynosure of all eyes with the myriad 

interplay of paintings enthralling the audience. 

The series of keynote addresses began with Dr. Samir Parekh, an eminent 

psychologist followed by Dr. Rudra Pratap, founding Vice-Chancellor of the 

Plaksha University. Dr. Pratap emphasized on the need to look for the right 

information in the sea of resources provided. While he emphasized on the readily 

available set of resources, he emphasized the role of educators in training the 

students to cull out the best as per their need. 

Day 1 further disseminated into further short yet thought provoking webinars 

namely: 

1. Are games the new books? Gamification of Learning 

2. Music as a teaching tool in Education 



3. School Students as activists to mitigate climate change 

4. Storytelling across Curriculum 

While each session was unique in its pedagogical practice, the overall theme 

remained the same, i.e., making learning more fun and interesting for the students. 

The first session talked about the relevance of bringing games to the classroom. 

Eminent speakers like Prof. Kavi Arya, IIT Bombay Professor and the mastermind 

behind e-yantra; Dr. Shreekant Shriralkar and Dr. Chitra Balakrishna apprised the 

audience about the benefits of bringing in game sin the classroom which need not 

always be competitive. Rather they allow the students to participate in a non-

judgmental atmosphere and help them learn and retain concepts in a friendlier 

manner. It also helped the educators understand how especially in these difficult 

times, when digital teaching is the only mode, gamification of concepts can actually 

act as a boon for all. 

THE POWER OF GAMING 

 

The second session was an enticing and an extremely musical one, which hooked 

the audience with live demonstration of how musical notes can act as a vital tool for 

the students to comprehend the concepts better. The speakers for the session, Mr. 

Anil Srinivasan and Mr. Kartik Raman gave live demonstration of amalgamation of 

important concepts with some hit scores such as the Airtel song etc. 

HITTING THE RIGHT NOTES 

 



Mr. Raman also took an example of the Madhya Pradesh State Tourism 

advertisement and highlighted how key areas such as geography, food, culture, 

monuments etc. could be touched upon via peppy tunes which were not just 

relatable for the students rather they could help in the better retention of the 

concepts. 

 

The third session emphasized upon the need to place the 

students at the center of the discourse of climate change.   

It not just talked about environment but also emphasized 

upon sustainability of the same with special emphasis on 

the future generation. The two eminent speaker, Dr. 

Patanjali Jha relayed the fact that simple innovations 

could go a long way in engaging the students and also bringing about ground level 

changes. He presented an enriching power 

point presentation with live images of how 

small little measures had helped in tackling 

various issues such as clean drinking water or 

enriching the soil with nutrients etc. 

 

The last session spearheaded by Ms. Simi 

Srivastava and Ms. Aparna Athreya brought in a lot of animation and helped the 

educators comprehend how stories can play an integral role in giving more life to 

the otherwise boring concepts. She intertwined the concepts such as democracy with 

that of the jungle and the lion king.  

Live demo of story-telling animated sessions 

 

Besides bringing in voice modulation, emotions, animations and kinesthetics; the 

seamless integration of academic concepts with storytelling made it a joyous 

learning session. 



While the first day was brought to a close with the above-mentioned invigorating 

session, Day two had more such interesting sessions in store encompassing many 

short yet thought provoking series of webinars namely: 

1. Archaeology: Uncovering the past to impact the future 

2. Yogah Karmasu Koushalam- An initiative to improve efficiency  

3. Importance of mental health in the pandemic times 

4. Open house with the CBSE officials 

5. Sports as a character-building element in student‟s life 

6. Valedictory Session   

The sessions laid out the contours that cover the idea of promoting best practices 

among educators to cater to the needs of learner during the pandemic and 

promoting the mental being of them. The session started with the introduction of 

interesting activities to boost the interest of students in knowing and preserving 

their history by Dr.Ota (Former Director General of ASI) and Dr.Mani(Former 

director general, National Museum). Both the dignitaries expressed their concern 

about keeping alive the idea of cherishing once‟s heritage and pressed upon 

going local to global.  Some activities which could be integrated in school 

curriculum were highlighted such as  

making DVD‟s of monuments present in the vicinity of that school, educational 

school trips to local sites to make them connect to their local heritage, book 

writing, watching movies which talks about Indian treasures such as Indiana 

Jones and film making etc.  

GLIMPSE FROM THE FIRST SESSION OF DAY 2 

                

       



The second session was an equally productive session spread over the idea of 

coping with pandemic times and having a ‘Here and now’ approach. The 

speakers talked about uplifting the spirit of our children and allowing them to 

create their own joy. Dr Parikh along with Dr Geetanjali and Dr Kavita threw 

light on how COVID-19 has bought many mental health issues and a lot of 

uncertainty amongst the children and adults equally. The emphasis was on 

focusing on today and tomorrow. „„You focus on what is the achievable 

immediate goal. You have a distant mark of where you want to be which can be 

a guiding force. That‟s what has always been the case.”- Dr Parikh said, Dr 

Geetanjali and Dr Kavita stated how in the last one a half year, we have 

experienced uncertainty at a whole different level. She believed that all of us 

need to focus on one day at a time mantra only then we can have having a 

brilliant today and an effective tomorrow subsequently.  

 

 

 The third session 

emphasized upon the importance of practicing Yoga to 

improve one‟s efficiency in work and personal life and 

that one should perform his/her Karma and shouldn’t 

be bothered by the fruit of Karma, as clearly stated by 

the esteemed guest Padma Shri awardee Sushri 

Nivedita Bhide. She shared her thoughts on how the 



lockdown has helped families and individuals in realizing their inner strengths 

and working on their mental as well as physical health altogether, how Yoga 

helped them overscore the pandemic crisis and strengthen their bond with each 

other. Her speech revolved around the entire concept of doing our jobs right and 

not bothering oneself about the outcomes, how we humans can win over these 

uncertain times through a righteous approach towards our fellow citizens.     

 

The second last session gave us an insight 

about how sports can help in character 

building of a student and its everlasting 

impact on their wellbeing. The session 

was steered by the famous Padma 

Bhushan awardee and internationally 

acclaimed Badminton coach Pullela 

Gopichand. While he has a big hand in 

charting the rise of Indian badminton to a world-class level in the past few years, 

he does not believe that sport should be indulged in only with the intent to win 

but to enjoy it and allow it to impact your character altogether. “Playing sports is 

a lot more than just technique and scoring – it involves wholesome personality 

development” he stated. He reiterated the fact that every sport whether played on 

streets or in stadium/courts brings not just discipline, fitness, teamwork and 

Camaraderie but makes the students imbibe life skills seamlessly. Making sports 

joyful and impactful enough to leave an everlasting impression was the takeaway 

from this fruitful session.  

The last session was an extended discussion 

over the implementation of National 

Education Policy by CBSE officials. The 

Panel was chaired by Dr Joseph Emmanuel 

(Director academics, CBSE), Dr Sanyam 

Bhardwaj (Controller of Examination, 

CBSE) and Shri Manoj Ahuja (Chairman 

CBSE). The discussion encompassed the various pedagogical approaches to be 

adopted to prepare our learners for years to 

come. The panelist stated that the work of 

executing the NEP is on its final leg with 

complete focus on conceptual learning rather 

than just content-based education. Special 

focus should be laid on mental wellbeing of 

school communities especially in light of the 



pandemic, schools to endeavor to promote scientific temper including inquiry-

based learning opportunities through pedagogical plans and to integrate liberal 

arts too.  

The conference came to a closure with a speech by his Excellency Shri Mangu 

Bhai Patel the hon‟ble Governor of Madhya Pradesh. His Excellency appealed to 

the gathering to ensure that hybrid model of learning should be approachable by 

all the students irrespective of their economic and learning in capabilities, he 

urged the teaching fraternity to be more involved in promoting skills which shall 

prepare the learners take the sth in their stride. The conference was drawn to a 

close by vote of thanks proposed by Dr Joseph Emmanuel extending his heart 

felt gratitude to all the dignitaries, school principals and teachers for making this 

conference a memorable one.   

HIS EXCELLENCY ADDRESSING THE GATHERING 

 


